






Special shaped bricks are the unique design elements 
that can knit brickwork together. They provide architects 
and designers with the tools to help renovate or restore 
the historic features of our architectural heritage, or the 
freedom to create unique buildings and provide endless 
design solutions for the future.

These brick specials can be incorporated into your development to 
provide either a practical function, or to simply enhance the aesthetic 
appeal of your project to showcase its individuality.

Taylor Maxwell provide an extensive range of British Standard, 
non-standard and tailor made special shaped bricks. This range 
of special shapes include plinth, dog legs, bullnose, cant and 
squint bricks. Special shapes may be frogged, perforated or solid. 
Perforation patterns may vary for any particular special shape. 
These are available in cut and bonded, or refaced finishes to 
enhance the external appearance of your project.

The drawings below are for illustrative purposes only and are not 
representative of the products actual dimensions.

Manufacture
There are two ways of creating brick specials for your project, the 
first is to have them purpose made in the factory to the size and 
specification required. The second is to have the brick produced by 
cutting and bonding together followed by re-facing of the joint to 
appear seamless.

This cutting and bonding process generally offers shorter lead 
times than the purpose made specials and are usually accepted 
as alternatives. They are often deemed to be the best option as the 
cut and bond bricks match the standard bricks perfectly, avoiding 
any texture or colour issues.

Using an extensive range of brick specials can enhance the 
appearance of a completed building to provide a striking effect. 
Design and technical advice is available from Taylor Maxwell’s network 
of regional offices.
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Collaborative Teaching Lab
—
Linear bricks

The Collaborative Teaching Lab is a new £40 million state-of-the-
art facility, set to transform the delivery of science, technology and 
maths (STEM) education at the University of Birmingham.

The completion of this project is a key milestone in the university’s pledge 
to invest nearly £500 million in its campus in Edgbaston and serves as a 
pioneering exemplar across the education sector.

The architecture of the Collaborative Teaching Lab not only supports and 
improves the delivery of STEM research and courses but has also facilitated 
the collaboration and convergence of subject departments which have 
previously operated independently of one another.

The Collaborative Teaching Lab needed to be carefully designed by 
Sheppard Robson architects in response to a complex brief.

The three-storey, 72,120sq ft project is composed primarily of a robust brick 
structure with the main entrance of the building characterised by an angled 
aluminium brise soleil.

One of the key factors for consideration for the architect was to work with the 
various university departments involved in order to ensure that the building 
worked for all. It is clear that the solution was successful as the university has 
already witnessed a cross-fertilisation of ideas between departments, an 
environment which encourages the propagation of co-innovation.

Another vital aspect of the scheme was to maximise its efficiency and 
sustainability because the building will have such high energy usage 
throughout its lifetime. The project was awarded a BREEAM Excellent standard 
and an EPC A Rating for efficiency. These were achieved through a series of 
integrated design decisions including heat recovery, increased airtightness, 
photo voltaic panels as well as linking to the main university’s district 
Combined Heat and Power (CHP) system.

Taylor Maxwell worked in partnership with main contractor 
Morgan Sindall to specify and supply the facing brickwork to the 
Collaborative Teaching Lab project. The architect selected a long format, 
grey-coloured brick as it offers a rich, uniform colour and the additional 
length of the brick emphasises the linear and horizontal aspects of the 
building.

Long format bricks offer an innovative and contemporary option in 
architectural design and have become an increasingly popular construction 
material, bringing brick to the forefront of the construction industry and back 
in vogue with architects.

The building has been meticulously planned and the construction materials 
were selected carefully in order to minimise maintenance and prolong life 
expectancy. Based on this brief, traditional brickwork was selected as it offers 
a permanence that few other construction materials can match, as clay 
bricks weather naturally over time and don’t require regular maintenance or 
redecoration.

“ 
An excellent example of 
demonstrating the value of 
an architect on a scheme, 
moving beyond just the 
building, to working with 
the client in developing the 
programme for the building 
and re-imagining their 
teaching approach and 
then providing the physical 
environment to enable that.
—
RIBA
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Storey’s Field

Storey’s Field
—
Facing bricks and 
prefabricated brick lintels

Storey’s Field Community Centre & Nursery is an impressive landmark 
for the newly created community of Eddington in North West Cambridge.

A joint venture by the University of Cambridge and Cambridge City Council, Storey’s 
Field Centre has been strategically designed by London based McInnes Usher 
McKnight Architects (MUMA). Their ambitious aspirations were to provide a public 
building of the highest-calibre, with a range of flexible spaces that will cater for a 
variety of uses, serving both the new community and the wider Cambridge public.

The 100-place nursery building has been arranged around three sides of a 
landscaped courtyard that provides an extensive but secure play space, with the 
fourth side forming the community centre. Each elevation of the scheme has been 
composed carefully by the architects with thoughtful inclusions such as the primary 
coloured niched windows in geometric shapes for the nursery children, as well as 
playful pinhole windows that mark the star constellations of Aquarius and Gemini.
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Working in close partnership with the architects at MUMA, Taylor Maxwell 
assisted with the specification and delivery of the traditional facings and 
special shaped bricks, as well as the precast brick elements required for this 
important civic structure.

Following extensive consultation, including a tour of the manufacturing 
factory in Holland, a European stock brick was selected that could achieve the 
architect’s pre-requisite that all of the special shaped bricks required for the 
intricate facade details could be manufactured as a purpose made element. 
This would contribute to the high-calibre finish of the brickwork as outlined in 
the project’s original design concept.

Deep, precast brick soffits were 
manufactured offsite and supplied to create 
the sheltered thresholds to the building’s 
entrances.

The facing brick facade, built by subcontractor Anglian Brickwork, provides 
a rich sense of tactility to the building, not only in its engaging colouring, but 
also from the way in which it has been used.

Bands of vertical stretcher bond brickwork span each entrance and extend 
around the building to the main hall of the community centre where this is 
developed as an irregular ‘strata’ of stretcher and soldier course bonds. A 
vertical ridged patterning of brickwork projects from the facade adds appeal, 
and at high level a band of Flemish bond brickwork with a combination of 
projecting, recessed and missing headers gives texture to the facade while 
also integrating the passive air extract route at the east and west ends of the 
hall. The striking detail of the brickwork is continued internally, inside the main 
hall of the community centre, serving as not only a visually pleasing elevation 
but also contributing to the softening of the acoustics of the tall room.

As part of AECOM’s masterplan for the new community of Eddington to 
address connectivity, community, and environmental sustainability, it was 
important to work closely with local businesses to support the new project. 
Therefore, in collaboration with a local merchant we coordinated the larger 
deliveries of facing bricks to their local yards who then delivered to the North 
West Cambridge site in smaller quantities, lessening the impact of traffic in 
the area and complying with the local site restrictions.

The community centre at Storey’s Field (a milestone in the masterplan 
for the new community of Eddington) has been received with exceptional 
support and has already been shortlisted for a number of prestigious awards 
including the RIBA 2018 Regional Award for the East.

Working in close 
partnership with the 
architects at MUMA, Taylor 
Maxwell assisted with the 
specification and delivery 
of the traditional facings 
and special shaped bricks, 
as well as the precast brick 
elements required for this 
important civic structure.
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Bromley by Bow
—
Facing bricks and 
prefabricated brick lintels

Bromley by Bow is a brand-new London development by 
Higgins Construction comprising of residential units and 
10,000 sq. ft. of commercial space and public walkways 
located on the southern fringes of the Olympic Park. 
A key challenge of this development has been the special 
consideration to the Grade II listed House Mill, within the 
East London heritage landmark at Three Mills, home to the 
world’s oldest tidal mill.

The 219 new homes have been designed for clients Southern Spaces 
and Southern Housing Group, with a Victorian warehouse aesthetic 
that reflects the area’s industrial heritage and compliments the 
existing character and appearance of the area. Set on the peaceful 
banks of the River Lea, this striking new collection of buildings, 
punctuated by landscaped modern courtyards and open spaces, take 
their inspiration from Bow’s former Victorian past and culminates in 
an aesthetically planned and easily maintained village. A new urban 
setting of modern and classic inspiration has been created with new 
architecture and apartments that are an instant and natural fit with 
the neighbourhood.

From Victorian and Georgian streets, to former factories and 
warehouses, Bow River Village reflects its rich history in the use of 
traditional brickwork that evoke the buildings of its industrial past, 
whilst sleek glass balconies, zinc-cladding and contemporary 
landscaping employ a rich palette of modern materials that are 
beautiful and practical.

Faced with real brick slips specially cut from the main brickwork 
batch, and permanently precision bonded to the required pattern, 
the prefabricated units are fixed back directly to the shelf angle. Using 
vertical and horizontal adjustment built into the system, the units are 
perfectly aligned and matched to the main facade brickwork. Due 
to the brick slips having been cut from the same batch as the main 
brickwork, they present a perfect colour and texture match for flawless 
transitions and consistency.

The brick-faced units are designed and prefabricated offsite to suit 
different soffit dimensions, even modern deep soffits such as those 
above the upper storey stairwells, meaning there is no on-site cutting 
required. The units are simply offered up to the pre-fixed and pre-drilled 
support system and bolted into position using T-head bolts. 

Using this lightweight, high-strength, stainless-steel lintel system 
offered the contractors a solution that resulted in easier handling 
coupled with maximum adjustability, for quick and simple alignment 
on site. As mechanical lifting equipment was not required, the 
contractor was able to install the units in around one tenth of the time 
of traditional heavyweight precast concrete alternatives.

Following the success of phase one, Higgins Construction PLC has 
been appointed by Southern Housing Group to design and build phase 
two of the construction of a further 112 new homes at Bromley by Bow, 
East London.
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Cast stone has been used as a core building material 
for hundreds of years, with its earliest use being traced 
back to the year 1138 at Carcassonne in France. 

Cast stone is a Portland cement based architectural 
precast concrete product, manufactured to incorporate 
high quality fine and coarse aggregates. 

The British Standard definition for cast stone is ‘any 
material made with natural aggregates and a 
cementitious binder, that is intended to resemble and 
be used in a similar way to natural stone’.

The wet cast stone manufacturing process provides a 
close grained, smooth and dense surface, which offers 
precise rendering of fine detail. The mix of raw materials 
in this process uses considerably more water than in the 
semi-dry process.

Wet cast manufacturing offers a through colour 
homogeneous mix which when etched, exposes the 
natural aggregate colours within the material.

This gives the finished stone the look and feel of quarried 
natural stone.
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Windlesham Court

— No Pigmentation
Our wet cast standard Portland and Bathstone finishes contain no 
pigmentation, and are solely the natural colours of the aggregates 
within them.

— Superior Performance
Reconstituted cast stone’s performance is superior to quarried natural 
stone with regard to its increased strength and reduced moisture 
absorption, resulting in improved freeze/thaw durability.

— Highest Quality
Due to the use of the highest quality handmade moulds, the finished 
product presents the designed level of precise, sharp detail. 

— Additional Options
A new range of options is available to the designer such as bespoke 
sized units with stand-alone structural performance, which is not 
achievable from quarried natural stone.

Cast stone has caught the imagination of 
architects, and indeed their clients, as it 
offers distinction by greatly enhancing and 
complementing the other building materials 
on a facade. 

It is regularly used in areas with sensitive planning 
constraints, or where quarried natural stone is the 
prominent material.

The use of cast stone also offers the designer the 
flexibility to choose their required colour, texture, finish 
and stone unit dimensions. 

Frequently manufactured products include finishes 
to replicate quarried natural Portland and Bathstone, 
however its performance is superior to quarried natural 
stone, with regard to its increased strength and reduced 
moisture absorption, resulting in improved freeze/thaw 
durability. This opens up a new range of options to the 
designer such as bespoke sized units with stand-alone 
structural performance, which is not achievable from 
quarried natural stone.

— Finishing
Moulds are carefully stripped from the stones, which are then dressed 
and finished ready for curing.

— Moulds
Bespoke moulds are constructed, designed to maintain the required 
level of detail to achieve crisp, sharp arrises to every stone.

— Casting
Moulds are filled and the material compacted thoroughly, with 
reinforcement and cast-in fixings added if specified for either handling 
or full structural purposes.

— Design
Architectural concepts and design intent are transformed into 
detailed stonework CAD drawings with full consultation and 
consideration provided.

Step by Step Process of Manufacture
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Taylor Maxwell are a leading supplier of natural stone for the 
facade and landscaping industries. With a comprehensive 
range covering all stone types, our portfolio has something 
to suit all visual requirements. 

Many of the quarries we partner with have been actively working 
since the 1800’s, and offer stone rich in colour, character and heritage 
with adequate reserves. Using locally sourced stone on your planned 
development from these well-established quarries located across 
the UK, not only provides a sense of character in keeping with the 
local vernacular, but also provides a sustainable approach to the 
construction of your scheme. 

Our stone range includes Basalt, Granite, Limestone, Marble, Pennant, 
Quartzite, Sandstone, Slates, Travertine and Yorkstone.

Energy is only used for the extraction of the natural stone from an 
open surface quarry and then processing it further. This energy usage 
is relatively low when compared with other building materials often 
produced in a factory environment, making it a more environmentally 
friendly option.

Recent research suggests that the total calculated cost of a natural 
stone building over a 30-year period is considerably less than many 
other buildings when comparing the short-term material costs, 
bench-marked against the higher maintenance costs often 
associated with more modern types of facades.

Smooth, tooled, split face, pitched face, rumbled, picked, broached 
and many more finishes are available, ensuring the closest match to 
the client’s brief can be found. 

Consistency of stone supply is also offered for large schemes or 
multi-phased developments.

Edinburgh University Kinnear Road
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Walling Stone

Reconstituted walling stone is a popular choice with local 
developers and builders, and is widely accepted by planners 
as a durable, attractive and cost-effective alternative to 
natural stone.

Reconstituted walling uses real stone aggregates sourced from the 
same quarries as those used for natural stone walling. This gives 
the product the ability to replicate natural stone visually and 
characteristically.

Suitable for load-bearing and non-load-bearing use, the hydraulic 
press manufacturing process results in low water absorption, meaning 
the product is extremely durable and will stand the test of time.

Almost all stone types are available to match the contextual style of 
the locality including buff sandstones, red sandstones, cream to gold 
limestones and ironstone, with a range of sizes and finishes to suit the 
design brief. The moulds, which are taken from natural stone, recreate 
the unique and subtle textures and characteristics of the raw material. 
The wide range of authentic shades match most original natural 
stones whilst the manufacturing process allows for a dimensional 
accuracy that facilitates impressive build speeds.

Daniel Hill

Sussex Court

If natural stone is the preferred option for your 
project, we have close working relationships 
with all major UK quarries and are able to source 
any type of natural stone walling or masonry 
required for your development.

We work closely with developers, contractors, architects 
and local authorities to source the appropriate material 
for your residential or commercial building project. We 
are able to offer guidance when it comes to matching 
existing buildings and identifying the origin of materials 
already built within any given area.

As this is a natural product formed over thousands of 
years, then quarried from within the UK, natural stone 
walling offers an incredibly durable walling or masonry 
product and makes an excellent option for a robust and 
aesthetically pleasing facade.

We are committed to providing high-quality stone 
products, manufactured to your specification and 
delivered to site to meet your build programme. We will 
provide full take-off services based on your drawings, 
samples for planning and client sign-off, and cost-
effective quotes to meet your budgetary requirements.
meet your budgetary requirements.
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Architectural masonry provides a decorative facing 
concrete block with design quality and dimensional 
accuracy. It is a structural material which can be used 
as part of the internal or external leaf, providing a clean, 
maintenance-free solution.

Manufactured from a mix of top quality limestone aggregates 
and cements, architectural precast concrete masonry is a modern, 
cost-effective building material, that is extremely durable. 

This material is available in a wide variety of colours and 
finishes including polished, glazed, fair faced, split and textured, 
which is often used in healthcare, education, commercial and 
residential developments.

A range of standard units are available, however bespoke elements 
can be created with each hand moulded by experienced craftsmen to 
match your designs.

Mary Seacole House
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Types of Finish

— Fair Face
These precise and smooth blocks are used to create 
large natural smooth surfaces and are offered at 
competitive price points compared to other materials, 
for example render. These smooth blocks, can also be 
mixed with other more textured blocks, to produce a 
striking contrast on a building’s facade.

— Shot Blasted
This production process exposes the inner aggregate 
of the material, which creates a matt texture with a flat 
surface. The degree of erosion can be developed to 
accommodate the required aesthetic.

— Split Face
The split face stone finish is desirable as it provides 
natural texture and stratification that is hard to 
duplicate in a man-made product. These cast stone 
blocks are individually split down the middle to produce 
a face that replicates hand hewn stone, with each piece 
offering a unique finish.

— Burnished
The burnished face finish reveals the beauty of the 
natural aggregates and is a popular choice for 
projects where an understated aesthetic and 
reduced glare are desired.

— Polished
Selected natural aggregates are mixed and polished 
to create a wide range of colours and variations, 
replicating the rich textures associated with marble and 
granite finishes.

Fair Face Shot Blasted Split Face Burnished Polished
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Sussex Court
—
Natural stone & walling stone

Sussex Court is an exclusive collection of luxurious homes, set within the 
conservation area of the Duchy of Lancaster Estate in North Yorkshire. 
With prices starting at circa £1m, each of the new houses have been 
designed with impressive facades and elegant exteriors and boast high 
specification interior design, exclusive features and spacious gardens.

Set just outside the beautiful town of Harrogate, recently voted the third happiest 
place to live in the UK, the Duchy Estate masterplan was designed by architects 
Wildblood Macdonald in conjunction with Amec Foster Wheeler. The scheme of 160 
houses at Sussex Court was developed to provide an outstanding design standard, 
that compliments the nearby town, and offers a varied range of housing types 
amidst a generously landscaped rural setting.

Working closely with main contractors Linden Homes, part of the Galliford Try Group, 
Taylor Maxwell were pleased to assist with the specification and supply of a range of 
locally sourced natural stone products to this development. A selection of the 
high-quality homes have been built using natural stone walling for their exterior 
facades, and the majority of boundary walls and copings have been built using 
drystone walling sourced within 10miles of the scheme, adding to the local 
heritage of the development.

Natural stone lends itself perfectly to providing a unique and individual 
characteristic to a property, offering a hand-crafted touch and an overall feeling 
of high quality craftsmanship. Its durability as a construction product offers a high 
quality, long-term and low maintenance option that, rather than fading or showing 
aggregate with age, actually improves over time. The textural quality of the locally 
sourced stone permits the seamless integration of the new development within its 
rural environment.

The design of Sussex Court has successfully merged the characteristics of the local 
architecture, integrating the long-standing heritage and notable historic style, whilst 
providing easy access to the charming facilities that Harrogate has to offer. The 
development was formed to respect the wider landscape setting and intentionally 
looks to create a long term green edge to the historic spa town.
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Hendon Waterside is a flagship Barratt London residential regeneration 
scheme in North London. The project itself is creating 2,000 new homes 
set in 170 hectares of beautiful grounds and gardens, which will provide 
residents with lakeside living within 30 minutes of Central London. 
The standout building on the site is the Vista building, rising some 26 
storeys, with views across the Welsh Harp reservoir and the city beyond.
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Cast stone
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“ 
Taylor Maxwell’s wet cast 
material was the perfect 
choice for this application 
and was very simple to 
work with.
—
Shaun Henley, Managing Director
Henley Stone

Shaun Henley, Managing Director of Henley Stone, 
the installer on the project advised, “Many of the 
buildings have Portland wet cast stonework balconies 
and banding at floor levels around their perimeter. As 
stonework installers, we were pleased that Vobster Cast 
Stone (part of the Taylor Maxwell Group) was selected 
as the stonework manufacturer by both Barratt London 
and the architect Allies and Morrison.”

"Having worked with Vobster for many years now, 
we knew we would be installing what we consider to 
be the very best wet cast material available on the 
market. This proved to be the case yet again, as our 
masons would frequently praise the accuracy and 
quality of the Vobster product."

Shaun continued "There were some very complex 
design issues which Vobster resolved with Barrett 
London in good time for us to install the stonework 
without interruption or delay. Their wet cast material 
was the perfect choice for this application and was 
very simple to work with. It provides a fantastic finish 
and contrasts extremely well with the adjacent bricks, 
metalwork and glass."

"Due to significant design restraints, we needed the 
supplier to be able to manufacture the material to very 
tight tolerance levels, and to be able to keep up with 
the high pressure demands of supplying to such an 
important flagship project. We are looking forward to 
working with them again on the next project and will 
continue to recommend them for projects to clients and 
architects without hesitation."
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Lintels & Soffits

Creating deep brick soffits and intricate brick patterns 
around window heads and openings has become quicker 
and more cost effective to achieve. These complex wall 
cladding features can be produced using two different 
manufacturing methods. The first uses precast concrete and 
the second is a new prefabricated stainless-steel bracket 
angle support system.

Our range of precast concrete lintels provide a low cost and resilient 
support for door and window openings. The pre-stressed casting 
system used to produce these lintels ensures a consistent quality and 
finish for each external facade.

An alternative to this method of construction is a new lightweight 
steel-bracket system which offers several benefits over traditional 
precast concrete. The overall weight is reduced by more than half, 
which in most cases will allow the brick faced units to be applied on 
site without specialist lifting equipment, reducing installation time 
and cost. These units can be constructed using almost any brick or 
masonry type. Each brick feature unit is constructed using exactly 
the same brick as the main project, in factory controlled conditions, 
which provides greater certainty of the visual quality compared to the 
brickwork built on site. This can reduce the need for time spent on 
site by specialist contractors to cut bricks to suit complicated 
structural openings.

These products allow for creative designs and building features to be 
built in brickwork which otherwise would have been impossible in these 
parts of the building.
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Precast & Prefabricated Brick Components

Kings Crescent

Kings Crescent
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These drawings are for illustrative purposes only and are not representative of the products actual dimensions.

Arches

We offer a full range of lightweight and structural prefabricated arches 
manufactured in most brick types. 

Structural brick clad arches can accommodate a large range of bond patterns 
including segmental, flat, gothic, parabolic, as well as apex arches and bullseyes, 
providing a wide variety of options to consider.  

Most brick face finishes can be supplied onto a range of backings including 
reinforced concrete, structural steel and several lightweight options. The soffit of the 
arch (underside) can be supplied with or without a brick slip finish, dependent upon 
your requirements.

We provide a full design service where drawings would be supplied for approval prior 
to commencing any manufacturing, together with a full estimating service.

Chimneys

Prefabricated chimneys offer a modern and lightweight alternative to 
brick slip clad chimneys. They are easily and quickly installed and can be 
clad in a range of traditional materials including brick, stone or render.

For a truly lightweight solution, brick effect glass reinforced plastic (GRP) chimneys 
are an alternative to the masonry clad units. Often weighing less than 30kg, these 
chimneys are quickly installed in a mid-ridge location and match the texture and 
colour of the original brickwork.

Suitable for use in a variety of locations on the roof, these chimneys can be ordered 
as non-working cosmetic only units or complete with an insulated in-wall system 
suitable for log burners, stoves and other appliances. 

Available in a range of standard sizes to suit most locations, these chimneys can 
be ordered with a variety of pot designs and sizes. Bespoke designs can also be 
accommodated using our full CAD design service. 

Comprehensive installation guides are provided to ease the installation process and 
ensure a watertight product.

Loose Brick Non-Structural Structural

Flat gauged

Flat gauged with 
camber rise

Segmental

Semi-circular

Bullseye
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Precast Concrete Solutions

Precast concrete offsite wall construction is a fast and 
practical way to produce multi-unit structures across 
all building sectors, in a fraction of the time associated 
with traditionally built projects. The visual possibilities 
and technical benefits appeal to clients, architects 
and contractors respectively.

Taylor Maxwell offer a range of architectural and structural precast 
components. This portfolio includes full structures, sandwich panels 
and facade panels which are available in a variety of material finishes 
including acid etched, grit blasted, polished, exposed aggregate, stone 
faced, brick faced and tile faced.

Insulated precast sandwich panels are ready made external building 
envelopes, which provide many advantages, such as drastically 
reducing build programmes as there is no requirement for scaffold 
or mast climbers. The panels are constructed offsite and comprise of 
an outer leaf of precast concrete, an insulating layer and a structural 
inner leaf of plain grade concrete with a powder floated internal finish. 
The external skin is connected to and supported by the internal skin 
using proprietary ties. The ties have a low thermal conductivity which 
eliminates potential cold bridging.

Where access is restricted, or the project programme demands 
fast on-site construction, precast architectural panels are the ideal 
solution. All units are manufactured offsite and are delivered ready 
for final preparation and decoration. Sections are designed for 
ease of construction and installation, and to conform with building 
and structural regulations. Where a facing brick finish is required, 
a dovetail cut is made into the rear of the brick, and the units are laid 
face down into a mould. Concrete is then poured over the rear of the 
bricks forming a completely mechanical key.

This method of construction allows increased design freedom for 
brickwork and its use on different areas of a building where traditional 
brickwork would not be possible, for example on soffits.

Other benefits of brick faced precast concrete systems include:

	— Concrete is durable, strong and resistant to impact. It has 
excellent fire-resistance and acoustic properties.

	— If required, components can be pointed on-site to ensure mortar 
colour consistency within the surrounding brickwork.

	— Units can be manufactured to suit different brick dimensions and 
bond patterns.

— Colours
Precast concrete can be provided in a variety of 
colours and finishes, utilising a large choice of 
aggregates and pigments.

— Bespoke
Architectural concrete can be both structural load-bearing 
or non-structural, such as cladding. All architectural 
projects are designed and manufactured in an entirely 
bespoke manner.

— Durable
Concrete is durable, strong and resistant to impact. It also 
has excellent fire-resistant and acoustic properties.

— Affordable
Design and manufacture offsite ensures consistent quality 
and lower construction costs.

— Adaptable
Units can be manufactured to suit different 
building structures.

— Fully Finished
Brick, stone or tile faced units can be supplied fully pointed.
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Great Eastern Quays
—
Facing bricks, special shapes and 
lightweight steel brick clad lintels

Set on a peaceful dockside, Great Eastern Quays forms part 
of the Albert Basin area at the eastern end of the Royal Docks 
complex in London.

Identified as the capital’s next business district, the historic docks 
are set to undergo a three-phase regeneration in the next five years, 
involving the formation of over 1,500 homes and new commercial and 
leisure areas to be completed by 2027.

The £81 million first phase of this development includes a mixed-use 
masterplan, which has seen the creation of 350 high-quality, mixed 
tenure homes, the regeneration of internal garden squares and public 
areas along the river and docks, and the construction of additional 
commercial space aimed at business start-ups.
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See more projects at taylormaxwell.co.uk/projects
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Design Concept
The design, by London based architects Maccreanor Lavington, seeks 
to enhance the East Beckton community and reflect the profound, 
historical heritage of the docks, by protecting features such as the 100 
year old impounded pumping station.

Client Notting Hill Housing appointed main contractor Galliford Try 
to lead the regeneration of this large development, comprising of 3 
blocks of six and seven storeys, the largest ever single project for the 
company, on the site of a former pharmaceutical warehouse and 
commercial building.

In order to achieve the distinctive historical warehouse visual designed 
by the architects, Taylor Maxwell worked closely with Maccreanor 
Lavington over a number of years to design and develop a bespoke 
blend of facing bricks that would allude to the buildings of its industrial 
past. The architects ultimately named this unique blend of bricks 
the ‘Queens Dock Blend’. This precise choice of brickwork was critical 
to achieve the architect’s vision, as was the ability to work quickly 
to meet a tight build programme. Therefore, it was obvious that a 
prefabricated brick system would be an ideal solution for the deep 
brickwork reveals, making the on-site installation much more efficient, 
with minimal disruption to the build schedule.

Completion
Working closely with the project partners, a lightweight brick faced 
soffit unit was selected for the deep brickwork reveals at the window 
heads, which have added additional depth and dimension to the 
facade. The prefabricated solution has combined custom-designed, 
brick slip-faced, stainless-steel soffit units with a high integrity 
stainless steel MDC brickwork support system.

Faced with brick slips specially cut from the main brickwork batch, 
and permanently precision bonded to the required pattern, the 
prefabricated units were fixed back directly to the shelf angle. Using 
vertical and horizontal adjustment built into the system, the units were 
perfectly aligned and matched to the main facade brickwork. This 
precision-fit solution allowed for fast install without recourse to the 
usual heavy lifting equipment.

In addition to the 2,300 linear meters of prefabricated brickwork, 
Taylor Maxwell also supplied over 50,000 glazed facing bricks, in both 
standard and special shapes. The special shaped sawtooth bricks 
have been laid vertically creating a pointed shadow effect, which 
brings the building to life as they appear to change in appearance 
throughout the day. 

The hints of contemporary green glazed brickwork, a bespoke 
non-standard colour created especially for the project, has added 
depth and dimension to the facade of Great Eastern Quays. This 
has provided a complimentary contrast with the industrial inspired 
brickwork, ultimately creating a striking finish to the fascia of the 
new community. This was the underlying vision of the architects 
Maccreanor Lavington, who believed it was vitally important that the 
project create a unique space where the Royal Docks meet the iconic 
River Thames.
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Visit taylormaxwell.co.uk to view 
our full range of products or call our 
team on 0203 794 9377 to discuss 
your project requirements.

+44 (0) 203 794 9377 
enquiries@taylor.maxwell.co.uk 
taylormaxwell.co.uk
The latest version of this brochure in digital format is available on our website. Details provided are subject to changes. 
If you require further information, please contact us. Last updated May 2021.
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